
Overfields Primary School 

Reopening of School – September 2020 

Arrangements for lunchtimes 
 

INTRODUCTION 

The school will be open for all pupils in EYFS, KS1, KS2 and the Speech & Language Unit from Wednesday 

2nd September 2020. 

 

The school will be reopening following guidance provided by the Department for Education, Public Health 

England, specialist organisations (e.g. The Association for Physical Education) and local guidance from the 

Ironstone Academy Trust and Local Authorities 

 

The Guidance from the DfE outlines the ‘System of Controls’ which schools will need to adopt to ensure the 

safety of pupils, parents and staff. 

 

System of controls – DfE Guidance for Full Opening of Schools 
This is the set of actions schools must take. They are grouped into ‘prevention’ and ‘response to any 
infection’ and are outlined in more detail in the sections below. 
Prevention: 
1) minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus 

(COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend school 
2)  clean hands thoroughly more often than usual 
3)  ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 
4)  introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often, using standard 

products such as detergents and bleach 
5)  minimise contact between individuals and maintain social distancing wherever possible 
6)  where necessary, wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) 

 
Numbers 1 to 4 must be in place in all schools, all the time. 
Number 5 must be properly considered and schools must put in place measures that suit their particular 
circumstances. 
Number 6 applies in specific circumstances. 

 
Response to any infection 
7)  engage with the NHS Test and Trace process 
8)  manage confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the school community 
9)  contain any outbreak by following local health protection team advice 
 
Numbers 7 to 9 must be followed in every case where they are relevant. 
 

 

IN ORDER TO ADHERE TO THESE SYTEMS OF CONTROL AT LUNCHTIMES, SCHOOL WILL ADOPT THE 

FOLLOWING PROCEDURES: 

 

Staggered times for lunches across the school. 

The lunchtimes will be staggered both across and between teaching ‘bubbles’.  

All pupils will need to wash their hands before eating (not using santiser) so, to avoid congestion around 

the sink areas, classes within a bubble will start their lunchtimes at different times. 

Teaching staff will supervise the handwashing and have the children ready for the lunchtime supervisor at 

the start of lunchtime.



Social distancing at lunchtimes 

A one way route (clockwise) around the edge of the lunch hall will be established and pupils instructed to 

use this during lunchtimes. 

The teaching bubbles will not mix at lunchtime.  Each bubble will have their own tables and then play on a 

segregated playground. 

Pupils in EYFS, Y1, Y2 and the SLU will eat their lunch in the hall. 

Pupils in Y3, Y4, Y5 and Y6 will collect their meals from the hall and eat them in their classroom. 

Packed lunch trolleys will be kept in each bubble’s teaching zone at all times. 

Pupils will not sit opposite each other at the lunchtable. 

Each bubble will have dedicated lunchtime supervisor(s) who will not mix with the other bubbles. 

Pupils will enter and leave the hall and classrooms in a group supervised by their lunchtime supervisor. 

Pupils will only use the toilets in their own teaching zone at all times including lunchtime. 

 

Key times 

 Pupils finish handwashing and 

enter hall 

Pupils leave hall Lunchtime ends 

EYFS 11.45 am 12.15pm* 12.35pm*** 

SLU 11.45 am 12.15pm* 12.35pm*** 

Year 1 12.15pm 12.40pm** 1.05pm 

Year 2 12.25 pm 12.50pm 1.15pm 

Year 3 12.00pm N/A 12.45pm 

Year 4 12.35pm N/A 1.20pm 

Year 5 12.00pm N/A 12.45pm 

Year 6 12.35pm N/A 1.20pm 

 

*Pupils must leave the hall as a single group and by the time indicated at the latest.   

**Pupils in Year 1 and must not leave the hall before 12.40pm as their playground is in use by Reception 

and SLU. 

***Pupils in Reception and SLU must vacate the playground promptly at 12.35pm as it will be used by 

pupils in Y1 and Y2 at 12.40pm. 

 

Arrangements for pupils eating in classrooms 

Once the teaching staff have supervised handwashing, the LTS will prop open the door into the hall and 

lead the pupils into the hall ensuring they use the one way route.  They will then return to the class to 

supervise the children with packed lunches.  It is important that both the door into the hall and the 

classroom doors are propped open to assist children carrying lunches. 

 

Y3 and Y5, and Y4 and Y6 are timetabled to enter the hall at the same time.  If either class has entered the 

hall, the other will wait until all pupils are lining up.  All staff in the hall, including servers will take 

responsibility for social distancing while pupils are lining up to be served. 

 

Children will use their own water bottle for drinks, refilling from the class tap if necessary (teaching staff 

could ask pupils to fill their bottles before lunch if necessary) 

 

A trolley for trays, cutlery and uneaten food will be available in the shared area of each teaching zone. 

Pupils should be instructed to pick up any dropped dry food from the floor and the table before taking their 

tray to the trolley. 



The LTS in Y3 and Y5 will take their children onto the playground when all children have finished their meals 

and the classroom is tidy (not clean). 

When the Y4 and Y6 pupils have finished they will be led onto the playground and one LTS will return to the 

classrooms, remove the trolleys to the hall and wipe down the children’s desks.  SLT will assist in 

supervision of the children on the playground.  

 

Cleaning 

All tables and chairs will need to be cleaned between use by the EYFS/SLU and KS1 bubbles unless capacity 

allows them to sit on different tables. 

One LTS in each of the Y3/Y4 and Y5/Y6 bubbles will clean both classrooms in their bubble after taking the 

children onto the playground.   
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